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COVID-19 6/4 Update  
  
Global 
Total cases – 6,573,286 
Total deaths – 387,898 
  
United States 
Total cases – 1,861,966 
Total deaths – 107,685 
Total # tests – 18,214,950 
  
Administration 

• Dr. Anthony Fauci, the director of the US National Institute for Allergy and Infectious 

Diseases, said he believes it's a "bit of a reach" to keep schools closed in the fall because 

of coronavirus safety concerns for children. 

o In a phone interview with CNN Wednesday, Fauci said children tend to have 

milder symptoms -- or even no symptoms -- when they are infected with Covid-

19. 

o What's not yet clear, however, is whether children get infected as frequently as 

adults and whether they pass the infection on to others as easily. Fauci said 

ultimately, the decision to reopen schools needs to be predicated on the level of 

infection in each community. 

• The Agriculture Dept has issued its first set of food assistance payments from its 

program created to assist farmers and producers reeling from the coronavirus 

pandemic, according to a statement. 

o $545 million has been paid out to producers who have applied for the 

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program: USDA 

o Farm Service Agency began taking applications May 26; Applications accepted 

through Aug. 28 

• Trump administration officials envision as much as $1 trillion in the next round of 

economic stimulus, though they have delayed those discussions scheduled for this 

week, according to people familiar with the matter. 

o Top aides had planned to meet this week to discuss the next round of pandemic 

relief as more than 40 million people have lost jobs since states began restricting 

public activity in March. That meeting has been removed from the calender and 

has not been rescheduled yet, according to the people, who spoke on condition 

of anonymity. 
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o Senator Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has told White House officials behind 

closed doors that another round of fiscal stimulus from Congress could be just 

under $1 trillion, a figure that administration officials are comfortable with, the 

people said. 

• As business reopenings have picked up nationwide, Americans have continued filing for 

unemployment benefits, although those applications have slowed, according to Labor 

Department data released Thursday. 

• CDC is actively working on gaining Emergency Use Authorization for a newly designed 

assay that can simultaneously detect and differentiate infection with SARS-CoV-2 and 

influenza,” CDC Director Robert Redfield says in prepared remarks. 

o “If there is substantial COVID-19 and seasonal influenza activity at the same 

time, this could place a tremendous burden on the health care system and result 

in many illnesses, hospitalizations, and deaths,” Redfield says 

• U.S. Transportation Dept issues order finalizing tentative decisions to allow air carriers 

to incrementally adjust their service obligations. 

o Agency says it uses a systematic process to allow carriers to reduce the number 

of points they must serve as a proportion of their total service obligation 

• The White House is working with seven pharmaceutical companies as part of its “Warp 

Speed” coronavirus vaccine program, including a bet on a rapid-but-unproven genetic 

technology. The companies include Johnson & Johnson, Merck, Pfizer, Moderna, and 

Oxford University in collaboration with AstraZeneca, as well as two other firms, two 

people familiar with the matter said. Trump was briefed on Tuesday about the project, 

one of the people said. 

o Drugmakers and university researchers are investigating over 130 experimental 

inoculations, according to the World Health Organization, though fewer than a 

dozen candidates are currently being assessed in human trials. Moderna, Pfizer 

and Oxford have already started trials of their vaccines in healthy patients, while 

J&J and Merck intend to launch studies later in the year. 

• The Trump administration came up shy of meeting its goal of doing about 12.9 million 

tests in May. Brett Giroir, a top official at the Department of Health and Human Services 

who has overseen the administration’s efforts to ramp up testing, said yesterday that 

the country did about 12 million tests last month. 

o Meanwhile, around 70 U.S. coronavirus testing sites were closed temporarily 

“due to the threats of violence,” Giroir also said in the briefing with reporters. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1752
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBEM90T1UM0Y
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/AP/AP07/20200604/110771/HHRG-116-AP07-Wstate-RedfieldR-20200604.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/final-order-adjustments-service-obligations
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBD928DWX2Q9
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• Transportation Dept says in a filing that the airports, most of which are small, retained 

at least some airline service, so financially struggling carriers were justified in cuts. 

o NOTE: The financial bailout passed by Congress in March provided $50 billion for 

passenger carrier financial aid, but required they maintain minimum service to 

airports 

o Multiple locations -- including U.S. Virgin Islands; Williston Basin, N.D. and 

Mobile, Alabama -- had requested that DOT require more flights 

o DOT says it’s awarding reductions because in each case the airports retained 

service from at least one airline 

• The U.S. is conducting about 400,000 to 500,000 Covid-19 tests a day, HHS Assistant 

Health Sec. Brett Giroir says in a call with reporters. 

o Rate of positive tests is less than 6% over the last seven days, Giroir says  

o NOTE: Experts say a positive rate below 10% reflects an adequate supply of 

testing  

o “We see this number growing steadily each week,” Giroir said, referring to the 

number of tests being conducted 

o 12 million tests were done nationally in May, Giroir says 

• National Institutes of Health Director Dr. Francis Collins told CNN that when the world 

eventually gets a coronavirus vaccine, it might require two doses to be fully effective. 

o “Obviously that’s not our favorite. It would be much better if this could all be 

done with a single injection,” Collins said. 

• The director of the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) said the 

agency continues “to have a close collaboration” with the World Health Organization 

(WHO), despite a recent announcement from President Trump that he was terminating 

the US relationship. 

o Dr. Robert Redfield said during a House Appropriations hearing on the Covid-19 

response that the CDC has been working with WHO as recently as the last few 

days. 

o “Unfortunately, we have a new Ebola outbreak now in the Western Congo and 

we've we jumped right in with WHO and the Ministry of Health to begin to 

confront that Ebola outbreak,” he said. 

• The coronavirus pandemic has “highlighted the shortcomings of our public health 

system that has been under-resourced for decades,” Dr. Robert Redfield, director of 

the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, said on Thursday. 

o That’s especially true for information technology, he said. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/downloadable_assets/attachment/2552/1358644766?analytics%5Bsuid%5D=f4ke
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o “Never has it been more clear that our nation's public health IT infrastructure 

requires modernization, to support and collect reportable, reliable, 

comprehensive and timely data,” he told a House Appropriations hearing on the 

Covid-19 response.  

  
Capitol Hill 

• The Senate cleared changes to the popular Paycheck Protection Program on Wednesday 

that will allow small businesses more flexibility in using the rescue loan funds. The bill, 

which passed the House last week on a 471-1 vote, now heads to President Donald 

Trump’s desk for his signature. 

o Senators gave unanimous consent for the legislation hours after Wisconsin GOP 

Senator Ron Johnson had raised objections. 

o The coronavirus program provides forgivable loans to help small businesses 

make their payrolls during the Covid-19 crisis. The bill would extend an eight-

week period -- when proceeds must be spent for loans to be forgiven -- to 24 

weeks or until the end of the year, whichever comes first. 

• Utah Senator Mike Lee had also objected to language he and Johnson said would 

lengthen the application deadline. Maine Senator Susan Collins didn’t oppose the bill 

but said she was concerned about the way the House drafted a provision reducing the 

current requirement that 75% of a loan be used on payroll. 

o The House bill creates a “cliff,” Collins said in a statement. The current PPP 

program allows partial loan forgiveness if a company uses less than 75% of a loan 

for payroll, but the House bill appears to state that none of the loan would be 

forgiven if the 60% threshold isn’t met. 

o “Instead, the employer is saddled with a debt for the entire amount, and no 

portion of the loan is forgiven or converted to a grant,” Collins said. 

• Senate Small Business Chairman Marco Rubio last week sought guidance from Treasury 

on whether that issue can be addressed through regulation. Treasury and the SBA 

haven’t responded to requests for comment. 

• Republican congressional leaders joined Democrats in a rare bipartisan rebuke of how 

the Trump administration is sending out emergency funds meant to bolster hospitals 

and doctors. 

o The Health and Human Services Department isn’t giving enough money to 

doctors who rely heavily on Medicaid funds, the group said in a letter 

Wednesday to Secretary Alex Azar . 

https://republicans-energycommerce.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/06.03.20-Medicaid-Provider-Fund-Letter_final.pdf
https://republicans-energycommerce.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/06.03.20-Medicaid-Provider-Fund-Letter_final.pdf
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o Signing the letter were Sen. Charles Grassley (R-Iowa), the chairman of the 

Finance Committee, and Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.), the panel’s ranking member, 

as well as Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-N.J.), chairman of the Energy and Commerce 

Committee, and Rep. Greg Walden (R-Ore.), the panel’s ranking member. 

• The Senate announced late Wednesday that it will hold a hearing next week on 

unemployment benefits. Any plan that emerges will have to meet the concern, mostly 

voiced by Republicans, that too-high payments have become a disincentive to work. And 

it will have to win votes from Democrats who control the House and are pushing to keep 

safety nets in place for the tens of millions of Americans who lost their jobs in the worst 

slump since the Great Depression. 

• Over 100 House Democrats signed a letter to congressional leaders this week asking for 

at least $305 billion in additional funds for K-12 public schools in new coronavirus relief 

legislation. The HEROES Act (H.R. 6800) that the House passed last month carried $58 

billion for public schools. But projections from the Center for Budget and Policy 

Priorities have found state revenue shortfalls combined with new costs from the 

coronavirus have created a need in excess of $300 billion for schools, the lawmakers 

wrote. 

State/Local 

• Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf will allow the stay-at-home order to expire at 11:59 p.m. 

on Thursday evening. 

o He renewed the 90-day disaster declaration which was originally signed March 

6. The declaration was set to expire Thursday. 

o The declaration provides the state extra support to respond to coronavirus and 

for recovery during reopening.  

• New York City is still on track to reopen and begin phase one on Monday, Mayor Bill de 

Blasio said.  

o The city will provide 2 million free face covering for employees through Monday, 

the mayor said. City partners will distribute face coverings directly to businesses 

or serve as pickup hubs. 

o The city will also open a dedicated business restart hotline on Friday to help 

businesses with questions about reopening.  

• Washington, DC, has seen an uptick in Covid-19 cases that occurred on May 30 due to a 

backlog in testing results. 

o Officials now anticipate a possible new peak in cases. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB393
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB462
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftlaib.house.gov%2Fsites%2Ftlaib.house.gov%2Ffiles%2FK-12%2520Education%2520Emergency%2520Fund_Letter.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cblee%40bloombergindustry.com%7C23cdde9251c24fb9fe3008d8081075d2%7C97be21fdc6014b169920f5accc69da65%7C0%7C0%7C637268214070005320&sdata=yAzkOu%2FDXL39ykyvyaFE7iW7BJzv4U%2F0nuFnVW9DgU0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6826334056775155742
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o "Based on new identified cases and their corresponding symptom onset dates, 

DC Health has determined that a new peak in cases occurred on May 30. 

Therefore, the district has experienced three days of sustained decrease in 

community spread of Covid-19 during phase one," a statement on 

coronavirus.dc.gov said. "Due to a backlog of lab results being reported after 

Memorial Day, and new cases are identified through contact tracing, the number 

of cases attributed to a specific symptom onset date will be impacted. This may 

result in a new peak, and a resetting of day zero in the upcoming days. " 

o Washington, DC, Mayor Muriel Bowser said the numbers "are what they are," 

and encouraged residents to get tested. 

International 

• Face coverings will be mandatory on all public transport in England starting June 15, as 

the country continues to ease out of coronavirus lockdown. 

o Exceptions will be made for children, the elderly and those with respiratory 

problems and could be enforced by British transport police, Britain’s Transport 

Minister Grant Shapps said Thursday during a daily government briefing. 

o Public transport will be “ramped” up with additional trains, buses, and subways 

added to existing routes to help lessen crowding as more people return to work. 

• Lebanon has extended its countrywide coronavirus restrictions – known as “General 

Mobilization” measures - from June 8 through July 5, Information Minister Manal Abdel-

Samad said during a press briefing after a cabinet meeting Thursday. 

o On Monday, the Lebanese government further relaxed the lockdown measures 

by reducing the curfew time to 5 hours (midnight to 5 a.m. local, 5 p.m. to 10 

p.m. ET) and by allowing shopping malls, swimming pools and beaches to re-

open. 

o However, large social gatherings such as festivals and conventions will remain 

prohibited.  

• The European Central Bank announced further stimulus measures Thursday to help 

Europe’s economy and counter the coronavirus impact. 

o The bank said it will expand its bond buying program by another 600 billion 

euros ($675 billion). This brings the total pandemic emergency purchase 

program to 1.35 trillion euros ($1.52 trillion) 

• The Spanish Ministry of Tourism said that starting on June 22, "we will recover mobility 

within the national territory." 
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o A spokeswoman for the Spanish government said the reopening of the country's 

land borders is "under study." 

o Earlier, Spanish Tourism Minister Reyes Maroto announced that Spain’s land 

borders with Portugal and France will reopen on June 22, but the Ministry of 

Tourism later issued a statement Thursday "clarifying" this reopening is "under 

study." 

• Sweden will ease its travel restrictions stating June 13 to allow those who do not have 

any symptoms of coronavirus to move around the country, Prime Minister Stefan Lofven 

said on Thursday, his spokesperson told CNN. 

• The Jordanian government announced further steps to reopen the country as the 

kingdom decreased its coronavirus risk level to “moderate,” Prime Minister Omar 

Razzaz said in a televised briefing on Thursday, adding that less than ten cases a day 

were recorded over the past week. 

• Japan will allow some resident foreigners to re-enter the country on humanitarian 

grounds. A notice on the Justice Ministry’s website says permission to land may be 

granted “depending on the individual situation if there are special exceptional 

circumstances, particularly such as when there are circumstances that require 

humanitarian consideration.” 

  
Other 

• Representatives of lenders as well as businesses that received pandemic bailout relief 

told an oversight board yesterday that delayed and confusing instructions from the U.S. 

government hampered the effectiveness of the main rescue program for smaller 

companies. Guidelines for Paycheck Protection Program loans were posted in a 

fragmented basis and underwent several revisions that made it hard for businesses to 

know if they qualified, said Anthony Wilkinson, president of the National Association of 

Guaranteed Government Lenders 

• Roche Holding AG got emergency U.S. Food and Drug Administration approval for a test 

that can identify Covid-19 patients who are at high risk of needing mechanical 

ventilation. Within 18 minutes, the test can identify patients who have been confirmed 

to carry the virus who may need intubation, the company said 

• Delta Air Lines CEO said the company would be announcing plans to test every Delta 

employee for Covid-19 and antibodies.   

o “We’re going to be announcing in the next couple of weeks a partnership with 

the Mayo Clinic as well as with Quest Labs – a very strategic partnership around 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBE1KUT0AFB6
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBDZG2T1UM14
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testing,” CEO Ed Bastian said. “We’re going to be testing all of our employees, all 

90,000, and getting a real baseline, not only on the active virus but on the 

antibodies so we have a real good – so our people know they’re protected, they 

know where they stand relative to the virus and we can then continue to surveil 

them.”   

• The New York City Triathlon has been canceled citing coronavirus concerns.  

o Organizers called it an “incredibly difficult decision,” especially following last 

year’s cancellation which was due to excessive heat. 

o The event was scheduled to take place July 19. 

• National Football League Commissioner Roger Goodell sent a league-wide memo 

stating that NFL coaches can return to training facilities starting Friday. 

o Goodell clarified the directive in part, "...this may occur only if your club has 

otherwise received necessary permission from state and local governments to 

reopen its facilities.”  

o Also, teams may increase the number of employees in each facility up to 100 as 

long as they follow the "state and local regulation and implementation of the 

protocols developed under the leadership of Dr. Sills." 

• Staff at Danske Bank A/S will allow staff to work from home permanently a couple of 

times a week after Denmark’s biggest bank found that customer satisfaction and 

productivity improved during the country’s lockdown. Norwegian telecoms company 

Telenor ASA will lets its roughly 20,000 employees work remotely as much as they want 

in the future. 

• Tyson Foods, the largest U.S. meatpacker, plans to reinstate its previous policies on 

employee absences, including punishment for those who miss work because of illnesses. 

But the company won’t penalize workers showing symptoms of Covid-19 

• A large study that said Covid-19 patients treated with hydroxychloroquine and 

chloroquine were more likely to die or develop dangerous side effects was retracted by 

three of its authors on Thursday. 

o The study, published May 22 in the medical journal The Lancet, had provided a 

counterpoint to President Trump, who has called hydroxychloroquine a “game-

changer.” 

o The study used data from Surgisphere Corporation, which describes itself as a 

“public service organization dedicated to making the world a better place.” 

Questions about Surgisphere’s data emerged shortly after the study published 

on May 22. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBE37TDWLU6W
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBE4X2DWRGG0
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o In their retraction, three researchers, Dr. Mandeep Mehra, Dr. Frank Ruschitzka 

and Dr. Amit Patel, wrote that, after concerns were raised about the data and 

analyses conducted by Surgisphere and its founder, Sapan Desai, a co-author of 

the study, they launched a third-party peer review, with Desai’s consent. They 

aimed to confirm “the completeness of the database, and to replicate the 

analyses presented in the paper.” 

• The NBA's Board of Governors have voted to restart the suspended 2019-2020 season 

with 22 of the league’s 30 teams taking part. The decision will now be considered by the 

players union who need to approve the plan. 

o The new schedule will see training camps open the first half of July with a 

tentative resumption of the regular season on July 31. 

o The NBA says the season restart is contingent on a deal made to utilize the Walt 

Disney World Resort in Orlando, Florida, as an isolated campus to hold all games, 

practices and residency. 

  
  
 


